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PROGRAMME NOTES 

 

Gustav Holst composed The Planets between 1914 and 1916. He had 
completed six of the movements, leaving only Mercury to be written, 
when he broke off in 1915 to compose the Japanese Suite. This was 
written at the request of a Japanese dancer, Michio Ito, who was 
appearing at the London Coliseum and wanted a work based on 
ancient Japanese melodies. Holst did not know any, so Ito whistled 
some to him. The result was a suite of four short dances, with prelude 
and interlude.  

The work uses many of the compositional techniques used in Mercury 
in The Planets suite. Furthermore, Holst used the Japanese Suite as a 
proving ground for these ideas and before finally completing The 
Planets.  

Holst conducted the first performance on 1 September 1919 at a 
Promenade concert in the Queen's Hall given by the New Queen's Hall 
Orchestra. This was the first of Holst's works to be heard at the Proms.  
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